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 'opprobrio fuisse adulescentibus, si amatores non haberent'
'It was a matter of reproach for young men, if they

did not have lovers'
CICERO, DE REPUBLICA 4.3



WHAT IS THE HIPPOLYTUS INTIATIVE?

The Hippolytus Initiative is a project that aims
to start conversations using ancient source

material and texts to confront uncomfortable
truths about society’s relationship with sex
and gender, especially regarding how the
Classics are being appropriated by the alt-
right to reinforce their ideological pipeline. 
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Our aims

Puncturing the Pipeline

Inspiring New Growth

Sealing the Source2
1

3



Young people, particularly males. are most at risk
of radicalisation.

The narratives which these vulnerable people
absorb will define their perception of society.

Educating them on toxic masculinity and related
issues, and honing their critical thinking skills, seals
the 'Alt-Right' pipeline at the source.

Sealing THe Source1



Classical material is used to fuel the 'Alt-Right'
pipeline.

Correcting its misuse and misinterpretation
extinguishes the credibility of these arguments.

Existing Examples:
Not All Dead White Men - Donna Zuckerberg
Pandora's Jar - Natalie Haynes

Puncturing the Pipeline2



The critique of flawed Classical interpretations
leaves room for the germination of fresh ideas.

These informed narratives have the potential to
reach millions and cause real societal growth.

Existing Examples:
Medea - Liz Lochead
Stone Blind - Natalie Haynes

Inspiring New Growth3



Our Method

Our initiative focuses on
education and raising

awareness, so our content will
primarily take the form of

workshops and social media,
specifically catered to our

different target audiences. 
 



our target audiences
Classicists Young People Creatives General Public



Structural Overview
 Stream A B

  Audience Young People Creatives + Classicists

Aim Division by Target issue Source material

1
 Sealing the

Source

Primary Focus of Workshop: 
Direct education about Toxic Masculinity and related
issues through engagement with Classical material.

Indirect

2
Puncturing
the Pipeline

Correction of common misconceptions and misuses of
Classical Material throughout workshop.

Correction of common misconceptions and misuses of Classical
Material throughout workshop.

3
Inspiring New

Growth 
Indirect

Primary Focus of Workshop:
Comparison of adaptations of Classical material to facilitate

discussions on the challenges and  rewards of narrative activism.
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Example Workshops
 



EXPLAIN THE ISSUE

Dangers and fallacies of PUA. Identify prominent figures and lay
out logical critique of their arguments.

Critique Classical Examples 

Identify ancient sources used by PUA and lay out logical critique of
these. Primarily Ovid's Ars Amatoria.

FACILITATE INTERACTIVE DISCUSSION

Give participants a variety of exempla of modern/online material,
and ancient material, and initiate discussions around the rhetorical
techniques, fallacies, and toxic masculinity visible in each. 

Workshop A1: 

Pick-Up 
Sophistry
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Introduction to the ancient material 

Lecture based informative section on the multiple versions of the
narrative, chronologically, from Euripides to Seneca to Racine.

Critique Classical Examples 

Identify misuses of the narrative to support Alt-Right arguments. 
 and lay out logical critique of these.

FACILITATE INTERACTIVE DISCUSSION

Look at existing modern adaptations and discuss merits/flaws.
Initiate brainstorming dialogue to generate new projects. 

Workshop B1: 

Hippolytus
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social media 



The myth of Hippolytus
encapsulates many of the issues
we wish to focus on. 
Hippolytus is also believed to be a
'prototype' 'MGTOW' figure by
members of the community.. 

why
hippolytus?



why is our
work so
important?

incel culture is dangerous

The functioning of these groups, despite being primarily based
online, have real and drastic impact on real life – many school
shooters are self confessed ‘incels’ 

the movement is growing

The movement has grown considerably in recent years, with
misogynist figureheads such as Andrew Tate gaining traction on
social media and as political polarisation grows, people can
become more and more susceptible to such harmful ideology.

prevention is better than cure

By helping people see through the lies of incel culture, it makes
them less susceptible to be persuaded by their ideology. We adopt
a 'hate the sin, not the sinner' mentality in our work, condemning
the ideology while taking care not to further isolate and ostracise
individuals, which is likely to drive them further down the pipeline.


